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not based on color or creed, not based on faith
or station, but based on a commitment to serve
together, to bleed together, and to succeed to-
gether as one people, as Americans.

Make no mistake, this fight matters to us. It
matters to us, it matters to our allies, it matters
to the Afghan people. Al Qaida and the violent
extremists who you’re fighting against want to
destroy. But all of you want to build, and that is
something essential about America. They’ve got
no respect for human life. You see dignity in ev-
ery human being. That’s part of what we value
as Americans. They want to drive races and re-
gions and religions apart. You want to bring
people together and see the world move for-
ward together. They offer fear, in other words,
and you offer hope.

And that’s why it is so important that you
know that the entire country stands behind you.
That’s why you put on that uniform, because in
an uncertain world, the United States of Ameri-
ca will always stand up for the security of na-
tions and the dignity of human beings. That’s
who we are. That is what we do.

Much has happened to our country and to
the world since 9/11. But I’m confident that so
long as brave men and women like you—Amer-
icans who are willing to serve selflessly half a
world away on behalf of their fellow citizens
and the dreams of people they’ve never
met—so long as there are folks like you, then
I’m confident that our Nation will endure and
hope will overcome fear. And I am confident
that better days lie ahead.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you, God bless the United States Armed
Forces, and God bless the United States of
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 p.m. in the
Clamshell. In his remarks, he referred to Sgt.
Maj. Eric Johnson, USA, director of operations,
Combined Joint Task Force–82; Maj. Gen.
Curtis M. “Mike” Scaparrotti, USA, NATO In-
ternational Security Assistance Force, Afghani-
stan, Regional Commander East, and com-
mander, 82d Airborne Division; and President
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Moscow, Russia
March 29, 2010

I send my deepest condolences to the people
of Russia after the terrible loss of life and inju-
ries resulting from the bombings on the Mos-
cow Metro. The American people stand united
with the people of Russia in opposition to vio-
lent extremism and heinous terrorist attacks
that demonstrate such disregard for human life,
and we condemn these outrageous acts. My

thoughts and prayers go out to those who lost
loved ones, and I wish all who sustained injuries
a successful recovery.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Remarks on Signing the Health Care and Reconciliation Act of 2010 in
Alexandria, Virginia
March 30, 2010

Thank you, Alexandria. Thank you very much.
Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.

Thank you, Dr. Biden, for that outstanding
introduction and for putting up with Joe.
[Laughter] I want to also thank Dr. Biden for
being one of the thousands of instructors all
across the country who make such a difference

in the lives of students each and every day. So
we are very proud of you for that.

I want to thank President Templin and the
entire NOVA Community College family for
hosting us here today—[applause]—you can ap-
plaud for that.

On stage, we’ve got a couple of my outstand-
ing Cabinet members, Secretary Sebelius and
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Secretary Arne Duncan. Please give them a
big round of applause. In the audience, we’ve
got Secretary Salazar of Interior, Secretary
Donovan of HUD, and Ambassador Ron Kirk,
our U.S. Trade Representative. Please give
them a big round of applause.

To all the outstanding Members of Con-
gress who’ve made this day possible, and I’m
going to mainly single out the amazing Speak-
er of the House, Nancy Pelosi.

Today we mark an important milestone on
the road to health insurance reform and high-
er education reform. But more broadly, this
day affirms our ability to overcome the chal-
lenges of our politics and meet the challenges
of our time.

And when I took office, one of the questions
we needed to answer was whether it was still
possible to make Government responsive to
the needs of everyday people, middle class
Americans, the backbone of this country, or
whether the special interests and their lobby-
ists would continue to hold sway, like they’ve
done so many times before. And that’s a test
we met 1 week ago, when health insurance re-
form became the law of the land in the United
States of America.

And it’s a test we met later in the week,
when Congress passed higher education re-
forms that will have a tremendous impact on
working families and America’s future. That’s
two major victories in 1 week that will improve
the lives of our people for generations to
come.

Now, I’ve said before and I’ve repeated this
week, the health insurance reform bill I signed
won’t fix every problem in our health care sys-
tem in one fell swoop, but it does represent
some of the toughest insurance reforms in his-
tory. It represents a major step forward to-
wards giving Americans with insurance, and
those without, a sense of security when it
comes to their health care. It enshrines the
principle that when you get sick, you’ve got a
society there, a community that is going to
help you get back on your feet. It represents
meaningful progress for the American people.

And today I’m signing a bill that will make a
number of improvements to these core re-
forms. We’ll increase the size of tax credits to

help middle class families and small businesses
pay for their health insurance. We’re going to
offer $250 to seniors who fall in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole to
help them pay for prescriptions, and that’s a
first step towards closing that gap completely.
We’ll make a significant new investment in
community health centers all across America
that can provide high-quality primary care to
people who need it most. And we’ll strengthen
efforts to combat waste and fraud and abuse to
make sure your dollars aren’t lining the pock-
ets of insurance companies when they should
be making your health care better.

Now, the debate on health care reform is
one that’s gone on for generations, and I’m
glad—I’m gratified that we were able to get it
done last week. But what’s gotten overlooked
amid all the hoopla, all the drama of last week,
is what happened in education, when a great
battle pitting the interests of the banks and fi-
nancial institutions against the interests of stu-
dents finally came to an end.

You see, for almost two decades, we’ve been
trying to fix a sweetheart deal in Federal law
that essentially gave billions of dollars to banks
to act as unnecessary middlemen in adminis-
tering student loans. So these—those are bil-
lions of dollars that could have been spent
helping more of our students attend and com-
plete college, that could have been spent ad-
vancing the dreams of our children, that could
have been spent easing the burden of tuition
on middle class families. Instead, that money
was spent padding student lenders’ profits.

Now, it probably won’t surprise you to learn
that the big banks and financial institutions
hired a army of lobbyists to protect the status
quo. In fact, Sallie Mae, America’s biggest stu-
dent lender, spent more than $3 million on
lobbying last year alone.

But I didn’t stand with the banks and the fi-
nancial industries in this fight—that’s not why
I came to Washington—and neither did any of
the Members of Congress who are here today.
We stood with you. We stood with America’s
students. And together, we finally won that
battle.

I don’t have to tell folks here at NOVA why
this victory matters. In the 21st century, when
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the success of every American hinges more than
ever on the quality of their education and when
America’s success as a nation rests more than
ever on an educated workforce that is second to
none, we can’t afford to waste billions of dollars
on giveaways to banks.

We need to invest that money in our stu-
dents. We need to invest in our community col-
leges. We need to invest in the future of this
country. We need to meet the goal I set last
year and graduate more of our students than
any other nation by the year 2020. And through
the extraordinary leadership of Education Sec-
retary Arne Duncan, that’s what the reforms
I’m signing today will help us do.

By cutting out the middleman, we’ll save
American taxpayers $68 billion in the coming
years—$68 billion. That’s real money—[laugh-
ter]—real savings that we’ll reinvest to help im-
prove the quality of higher education and make
it more affordable.

Now, we’ve already taken a number of steps
through the Recovery Act and through my bud-
get to significantly increase the support provid-
ed to young people attending colleges and uni-
versities all across the country. And I
just—President Templin handed me a sheet
just as I walked in. Just in case you’re wonder-
ing whether this makes a difference, so far this
year—and the year isn’t over—right here at
NOVA, Pell grant recipients increased by 41
percent over last year, the total dollar amount of
Pell grants increased by 59 percent, the number
of federally guaranteed loans increased by 43
percent, and loan awards increased by 68 per-
cent. That’s right here at this one community
college, because of the steps that we had al-
ready taken.

So using the $68 billion that we’re saving,
that had been going to the banks, here’s what
we’re going to be able to do. First, we will rein-
vest a portion of those savings to upgrade our
community colleges, which are one of the great,
undervalued assets in our education system.

Community colleges like NOVA are incredi-
bly important because they serve a varied group
of learners, from recent high school grads seek-
ing a pathway to a college degree to adults seek-
ing training for the jobs of tomorrow. By forging
private sector partnerships, community colleges

can offer students the education and training
they need to find a good job when they gradu-
ate, and it helps offer businesses the assurance
they need that graduates will be ready for the
jobs that they’re hired to do.

And because community colleges like NOVA
are so essential to a competitive workforce, I’ve
asked your outstanding professor, Dr. Jill
Biden—who does not have enough to
do—[laughter]—to host a summit on communi-
ty colleges at the White House this fall. And
we’re going to bring everybody together, from
educators to students, experts to business lead-
ers. We are going to bring everybody together
to share innovative ideas about how we can help
students earn degrees and credentials, and to
forge private sector partnerships so we can bet-
ter prepare America’s workforce and America’s
workers to succeed in the 21st century.

Now, to help open the doors of higher educa-
tion to more students, we’ll also reinvest part of
that $68 billion in savings in Pell grants, one of
the most popular forms of financial aid. Pell
grants once covered more than three-quarters
of the cost of going to college. But now, because
the cost of college has skyrocketed, the amount
Pell grants cover is about one-third.

Today students hoping to attend college on a
Pell grant are going to be able to feel more se-
cure because not only are we going to offer over
800,000 additional Pell awards over the next 10
years, we’re also going to raise the amount
they’re worth to almost $6,000, so that inflation
does not erode the value of your grant.

And we’ll put the entire Pell grant program
on firmer footing for years to come. Altogether,
we are more than doubling the amount of Pell
grant funding that was available when I took of-
fice. It’s one of the most significant investments
in higher education since the GI bill.

Now, third, we’re going to restore a measure
of fairness to how students repay their loans.
Today, two out of every three students gradu-
ates with help from a loan, and often they take
on a mountain of debt as a result. Here in Vir-
ginia, the typical student carries almost $20,000
in debt. Across the country, the average student
graduates with over $23,000 in debt. I know
what that’s like. Michelle and I had big debts
coming out of school, debts we weren’t able to
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fully repay until just a few years before I start-
ed running for office.

Today we’re making it easier for responsible
students to pay off their loans. Right now, if
you’re a borrower, you don’t have to spend
more than 15 percent of your income on loans.
But starting in 2014, you won’t have to pay
more than 10 percent of your income in repay-
ing your student loans. That will make a mean-
ingful difference for over 1 million more stu-
dents. We’re also going to give students an in-
centive to do what’s right. If you pay your
loans on time, you’ll only have to pay them off
for 20 years. And you’ll only have to pay them
off for 10 years if you repay them with service
to your community and to our country, as a
teacher or a nurse or a member of our Armed
Forces.

Finally, we’ll reinvest some of the $68 bil-
lion in savings to strengthen our Historically
Black Colleges and Universities and minority
serving institutions. These are institutions that
have struggled more than most in these tough
economic times.

The reforms in this bill are significant, but
they’re just part of a broader effort to strength-
en our entire higher education system. We’re
putting college tuition tax credits in the pock-
ets of millions of students from working fami-
lies to help them pay for college. We’ve taken
steps to simplify the Federal college assistance
form, called the FAFSA, because it shouldn’t
take a Ph.D. to apply for financial aid. And
we’re helping ensure that America’s high
school graduates are ready for college. All of
this is paid for. We’re redirecting money that
was poorly spent to make sure we’re making
investments in our future.

Now, this won’t solve all of our problems in
higher education. We continue to expect col-
leges and universities to do their part to hold
down tuition increases. That has to happen.
We’ve got to work on that. And we also need
to take greater initiative not only to help more
college—students enter college, we’ve got to
make sure that we see more students success-
fully earn a college degree. 

But what we’ve done over the past year rep-
resents enormous progress. So I’ll close by say-
ing this. For a long time, our student loan sys-

tem has worked for banks and financial institu-
tions. Today we’re finally making our student
loan system work for students and our fami-
lies. But we’re also doing something more.

From the moment I was sworn into office,
I’ve spoken about the urgent need for us to lay
a new foundation for our economy and for our
future. And two pillars of that foundation are
health care and education, and each has long
suffered from problems that we chose to kick
down the road.

With the bill I signed last week, we finally
undertook meaningful reform of our health
care system. With this bill and other steps
we’ve pursued over the last year, we are finally
undertaking meaningful reform in our higher
education system. So this week, we can rightly
say, the foundation on which America’s future
will be built is stronger than it was 1 year ago.

And so at the end of this extraordinary
week, I want to acknowledge some of the peo-
ple who made it possible. There isn’t time to
single out everyone who’s here—outstanding
Members of Congress—but I want to make
sure I once again say this would not have hap-
pened had it not been for the leadership of
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, Senator Dick Durbin, and Con-
gressman Steny Hoyer. All provided outstand-
ing leadership that our Nation needed.

On health care, Max Baucus, Chris Dodd,
Henry Waxman, Charlie Rangel, and so many
others offered invaluable expertise throughout
the year. Congressmen George Miller, Jim
Clyburn, Dale Kildee, Ruben Hinojosa led the
way in the House on education reforms that I
sign today.

Senator Tom Harkin’s dedication ensured
that the Senate would include these reforms in
this bill. Virginia’s own Bobby Scott and an
outstanding freshman, Tom Perriello, helped
to make this thing possible. We are grateful to
them.

Now, courage is an essential ingredient in
any landmark legislation, particularly when the
attacks are as fierce and unrelenting and inac-
curate—[laughter]—as they have been over
the past year. So I just want to commend
Members of Congress who had the courage to
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do what’s right, and to say a special thank you to
all of the newer Members.

The past couple of years have brought one
challenge after another, and you’ve risen to the
moment each time. I could not be prouder of
the work that all of you have done. And it would
not have happened had it not been for the in-
credible persistence and stick-to-itiveness of all
the folks in the audience here today.

Ultimately, Congress responds to the voices
that they’re hearing in their communities, and
so many of you have written letters and come to
meetings and let people know of the ordinary
struggles that people are going through each
and every day. You’re what provided Members
of Congress the courage that they needed to do
what was right. And so on behalf of all of us who
are serving in Washington, we want to thank

you, the American people, for your outstanding
leadership.

And with that, I’m going to sign this bill.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. at
Northern Virginia Community College. In his
remarks, he referred to Vice President Joe
Biden; and Robert G. Templin, Jr., president,
Northern Virginia Community College. He also
referred to H.R. 3590, approved March 23,
which was assigned Public Law No. 111–148;
and H.R. 4872, approved March 30, which was
assigned Public Law No. 111–152. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the remarks of Jill T. Biden,
wife of Vice President Biden.

The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France
March 30, 2010

President Obama. Please, everybody, have a
seat. Good afternoon. Bienvenue. 

I am delighted to welcome my dear friend
President Sarkozy to the White House. And I
also want to welcome to the United States the
First Lady of France, and Michelle and I are
very much looking forward to hosting our
guests at dinner this evening.

Now, I have to point out that the French are
properly famous for their cuisine, and so the
fact that Nicolas went to Ben’s Chili Bowl for
lunch—[laughter]—I think knows—shows his
discriminating palate. My understanding is he
had a half-smoke, so he was sampling the local
wares. And we appreciate that very much.

This visit is an opportunity to return the hos-
pitality that the President and the French peo-
ple have shown to me during my visits to
France. And that includes our family’s wonder-
ful visit to Paris last summer. Michelle and I
will never forget the opportunity to introduce
our daughters for the first time to the City of
Lights. And I don’t think that Sasha will ever
forget celebrating her eighth birthday at the El-
ysee Palace with the President of France. That’s
a pretty fancy way for an 8-year-old to spend
their birthday.

Today President Sarkozy and I have reaf-
firmed the enduring ties between our countries.
France is our oldest ally and one of our closest.
We are two great republics bound by common
ideals that have stood together for more than
two centuries, from Yorktown to Normandy to
Afghanistan. 

Under President Sarkozy’s leadership,
France has further secured its rightful place as
a leader in Europe and around the world, rec-
ognizing that meeting global challenges re-
quires global partnerships. France took the his-
toric step of returning to NATO’s military com-
mand, and we are working to revitalize our
transatlantic bonds, including a strong, capable
European Union, which the United States firm-
ly supports, because a close transatlantic part-
nership is critical to progress, whether it’s ap-
plying our combined strength to promote devel-
opment and confront violent extremism in Afri-
ca, or reconstruction in Haiti, or advancing
peace from the Caucasus to the Middle East.

Mr. President, on behalf of the American
people, I also want to thank you for your per-
sonal efforts to strengthen the partnership be-
tween our countries. Now, we first met 4 years
ago. I was a Senator then; Nicolas was still run-
ning for President at the time. And I immedi-
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